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Tae Governmevr Or Bimar established the Mithila
Instritute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research in Sanskrit
Learning at Darbhanga in 1931 with the object, inter-aha,
to promote advanced studies and research in Sanskrit
learning, to bring together the traditional Pandits with their
profound learning and the modern scholars with their techni-
que of research and investigations, to publish works of
permanent value to scholars. This Institute is one of the five
others planned by this Government asa token of their
homage to the tradition of learning and scholarship for
which ancient Bihar was noted Apart from the Mithila
Institute, three others have been established and have been
doing useful work during the last three or four years—
Nalanda Institute of Research and Post-Graduate Studies in
Buddhist learning and Pali at Nalanda, K. P. Jayaswal
Research Institute at Patna, and the Bihar Rashtra Bhasha
Parishad for research and advanced studies in Hindi at
Patna. In the establishment of the Mithila Institute the
State Government received a generous donation from the
Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga for construction of the
building on a plot of land also donated by him.

2. As part of this programme of rehabilitating and
re-orientation of ancient learning and scholarship, the editing
and publication of this Volume has been undertaken with
co-operation of scholars in Bihar and outside. The Govern-
ment of Bihar hope to continue to sponsor such projects
and trust that this humble service to the world of scholar-
ship and learning would bear fruit in the fulness of time.






INTRODUCTION

The Manuscript.

The Parijataharana, a Mahakavya of Kavi Karnapra is
now presented to the world of scholars for the first time from
a single and incomplete plam-leaf manuscript in Marithili script.
This 1s Mithila Institute MS. No. 580 490. Outof 95 folia, 134
by 1} inches, only seventythree are preserved. Each folio has got
four to five lines to a page and each line contains 60-68 sylla-
bles Qut of the first fifteen folia only three unmarked ones
covering a portion of canto [ are available. Then there 15 a
long gap which covers portions of cantos I and III and the
whole of canto II. Again folia 25-31 covering a few verses
of canto IV and almost the whole of canto V are lost. Simi-
larly folia 46-48 covering portions of cantos VIII & IX (?)
are wanting. The MS breaks after the 48th verse of canto
XVIII. Judging from the change of metre in the last available
verse and the slackness of the scribe in the last folio ( the
action also being complete there ) one may conclude that not
more than a few verses are lost at the end of this canto and that
the poem originally consisted of eighteen cantos only.

The available folia are also damaged in various ways and
rats, insects, damp and age took their respective share in making
it defective.

The available portion presented some peculiarities which
are generally found in the Maithil MSS :

a) 9 and @ are interchanged.

bh) =@ signs are rarely used.

c) € is replaced by .

d) No ‘s’ ( avagraha ) is used.

e) ¥, 9 and T have rarely been distinguished from one
another.
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Because of the fragmentary character of the MS. we had
to take some freedom in preparing the text
a) A few folia are broken in the right-hand side and the

page-marks, thus are lost. We arranged them following the
thread of the subject-matter, sense and metre.

b) The verses 1n the incomplete cantos have been num-
bered as they were found without any consideration for those
totally lost.

¢) Lacunae are numerous as will be cvident by the use of
box-brackets. * We could not help filling them up as otherwise
the pages would be spotted with innumerable dots.

The lecunae were of different length. They extended
from a single syllable to even a half-verse. In filling up of the
short ones where one or a few syllables arc lost, the sense, the
metre and the context were our guide and they were less difh-
cult. In the bigger ones we had to depend upon the sense and
the style of our poet following, of course, the thread of the
story.

d) Spelling has been simplified wherever permitted by
grammar and convention.

Authorship

Due to the fragmentary character of the MS and want of
any particular reference to this work by others as well as by
this author to anybody else, the question of authorship cannot
be settled. The author’s name, however, is Kavikarnaptira as
1s shown by the concluding verses of the available cantos in
the same fashion as we find in the Naisadhiyacarita of S¢i-
harsa. The name tempts one to identify him with the famous
poet, dramatist and rhetorician of that name in the Gaudiya
Vaisnava school But there are serious difficulties which
preclude this identification.

1 About his works, date etc. vide Dr Sushilkumar De’s Early His-
tory of the Vaisnava Faith and Movement in Bengal
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The Gaudiya Vaisnavas are fond of the early life of
Lord Srlkrsna at Gokula and Vrndavana and His later life does
not geneially feature in their works. Even if they refer to His
life at Dvaraka at all, they do so to establish the superiority
of the Vrajahla to the Dvarakalila. Important figures
associated with Lord Srlkrsna s Dvarakallla are presented as
re-incarnation of His associates at Vrndavana. This is what
we find in the Lalitamadhava of Ripa Gosvamn.

In the Parjjataharana we do not find any reference to the
Vrajahld and there is only a reference to the Lord’s slaying of
Kamsa at Mathura. Had our poet been identical with Para-
mananda fena of Bengal who happens to be the son of
Sivapanda Sena, a close asscciate of brxca1tanya and who
himself received brlcaltanya s blessings, it would have been
impossible for the poet to refrain from making a notice of
Vrndivana, so near to Mathura and so beloved a place to the
Bengal Vaisnavas. The work hardly presents anything which
may connect the author with the Vaisnavas. We miss here
the sweet traits of SrlkrSna s character as is well-known to the
Vaispavas. On the other hand the hero has been painted
here as a sturdy statesman as we find him in the Purinas.
Further, there are numerous references to Lord Siva,
mother geddess Kali and places sacred to them pointing
out that author whoever he may be, or whatever part of the
country he may belong to, was liberal in his religious outlook
which though not absent in early Bengal Vaigpavism is rare
in its Jater phase. Again, our poet’s obeisance to Lord
Gane$a— navajavasindiirasindrarp mahah in the concluding
verse of each canto should be specially considered in the
above connection.

Against this, one may point out that the use of the ex-
pression ‘Siva Siva’ for filling up the gaps in the verses are often
met with in the works of Kavikarpaptira of Bengal. Our author
has once used this expression ( XII. 22 ). Again thereisa
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reference to the mydanga which 1sa favourite musical instru-
ment of the Bengal Vaispavas. The expression "Siva Siva’
though peculiar, is by no means a characteristic of this Vaisnava
poet alone. This has been found in another poem —the Bhriaga-
diita of Gangananda, a Maithil poet of Seventeer.th cettury A.D.
As regards the mydanga, it is common to other parts of
India also.*

The name Kavihainapira, though a peculiar one having
a history behind it in the casc of Paraminanda,® is by no means
rare in the History of Literature.

Prof. Chintaharan Chakravart: 1efers to one Kavikarna-
(pUra of Kamarlpa who wrote the Padrasipadaprakada under

orders of Jehangir.*

Two Kavikarnapliras, one the son of Vi§irada & a other,
the father of Kavicandra have been mentioned in the Catalogue
of Sanskrit MSS-India Office Library ( 1. 958b, 344b ).

Dr. Hrishikesh Goswami-Vedanta$astri has brouzht to
our notice two more scholats of this nime. (a) Kainapdra
kavigézia was one of the well-known eight kavirijas, all disciples
of Srinivasa Acarya. He was either a junior contemporary
or a bit later than the famous Kavikarnapira® (b) One Kavi-
karanapiira of the Village Khandaghosa, Dt. Burdwan (West

2. In Mithila mrdanga has often been mentioned in Songs and theie is a

dance called mrdangya nautch. Iam indebted to my student, Sii
Mahinath Jha, M. A. for this information.

3. Cf Dr.De's Eatly History of the Vaisnava Faith and Movement in
Bengal, p. 32

4, Year Book, Royal Asiatic Society of Bzngal, Vol IV, 1933, P. 12,
and his paper entitled ‘Muslim Patronage to  Sanskrit Learning=—B ¢ Law

Volume II, p 180.
5. sivmerfirstaaigs: | wam, ardmd SdergnEst o
AU TN T Tq=TS WEER |

Premavilaza 2nd Edn. Berhampur, 4 ppeadig,



( 11)

Bengal ) is said to have translated the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva
in Bengali under one Sheikh Farid

MM Haraprasada Shastri refers to still another Kavikarna-
plra who wrote the Varnaprakada for the use of R3jadhara,
son of king Amaramanikya of Tripura ( Intro. Cat. ASB,
Vol, VI p. clii )

The theme

The theme of the Parijataharana is famous. The Hari-
varixéapgrﬁr_la gives two different stories side by side. In the
first, Srikrsna with Satyabhama goes to heaven on the Garuda,
is received by Indra and blessed by Aditi to whom he gives
back her ear-rings which he recovered after killing Naraka, king
of Pragjyotisa, at the request of Indra. On his way back he
found the Parjata tree, a rare possession of Indra, became
enamoured of it and took it with him to Dvaraka."

The second story brings Narada to Dvaraki who offers
a Paryata flower, received from Indra to Krsna who, in his
turn, presents the same to Rukmini, his chief consort.
This enrages Satyabhama, Krisna's most beloved wife. To
appease her anger, S'rfkggr_xa promuses her the Parijata-tree it-
self and sends Narada to Indra with a prayer for it with which
Indra could not comply and a fight was inevitable. érikrgr_la
with Satyaki, Pradyumna and Satyabhama reaches Indra’s
citadel. The fight follows and is brought to an end through the
intcrvention of Kasyapa. The Parijata tree ultimately comes
to S'rkagg}a’s possession.”

Both the stories are popular. The first has been given
with minor changes herc and there in the Visnu® and Bhaga-
vata puranas.” The second story however, is very favourite
to the poets in comparatively modern times and a host of them

6 Harnamdapurdna, [T Ixn

7 Harivarhfapurdna, I Iav-lxsv.
8. Visnu V. xxx-xxxi.

9. Bhigavata X. lix.



( 12 )
selected 1t as the theme of their poems, dramas and even cam-
pls.
Over and above the Mahikivia under consideration

which has not been traced anywhere else o far, the following
wotiks on this theme have keen mrenticned by M Knishnenracha-

riar 1n his History of classical Sanskint Literature,
1) Prnjataharana-mahakavia in ten cantcs s by I\a\smn
2, Paryitaharana refried toty Bh oja 1n his \mmxa-

prakasa

3) Pamnjataharana, ayamaka peum by Nardyana, (printed,
Poona )

4) Paryitaharana by Raghunitha, the Niyaha king of
Tanjore ( 17th century A. D )

S) Parijataharana, a drama by Goraladasa father of
Gangadasa author of the Chandomanjan

6) Parijataharana a drama by Kavicandraraya or Diva-
kara ( 16th century A. D.)

7) Parijataharana a drama in five acts by Kumaratatya-
carya of Kanchi ( 17th century )

8) Parijataharana, a drama by Umapati Upadhyaya ot
Mithila, a court poet of Hindupati Harihara {1304-1324 A. D.)
and 9) Parijataharana, a campt by éegakrgz}a (Printed, Kavya-
mala Series No 14)

It may be mentioned in this connection that these two
stories are equally popular in the regional languages.

Our poet has taken up the second story of the Hari-
« vamhs$apurdna with of course, some changes that were necessary
to fulfil the requirements of a Mahakavya as prescribed by
the rhetoricians. Fresh characters and incidents have been
introduced with scme modifications here and there as well.
Thus Narada has his companion in Parvata on his way to
Heaven and Arjuna takes actual part in the battle with Indra.
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Instead of sending Srikrsna with Satyaki, Pradyumna and
Satyabhama on the Garuda, our poet makes him march towards
Heaven with all the paraphernalias of 2 human militant
monarch. This gies him an opgportunity to describe the
march, the season, the rising of the moon etc. But introducing
watersports with damsels on the way may be considered as
incongiuous to the taste. Here aswell as in other cases of
seeming incongiuity one should keep in mind that in the age
to which our poet belongs, the precepts of the Alarmkaradastra
reigned supreme and every other consideration in a poem was
subservient to 1t.  Though subjet to rngid poetic conventions
and eeger to show his skill in the use of éabdélarhkéras, our
Foet has given us a poem which makes a very pleasant reading
t'hmughc:ut. No doubt, he has been influenced by Magha and
Sriharsa.  But happily enough, he has never been tedious even
in his usc of yamakas. The use of long compounds covering
more than one verse-foot and want of cesura at the end of
the first and third verse feet are often met with. Never-
theless our poet is judicious and evinces great skill in his choice
of words and imageries which attract even a cursory reader.

Imageries like

RAFF AR ECH = Ty mﬁ@@l 3@“% l
and simple verses like '

fans faugsaw: et fawd aiR G ogem |
gugnr  ofte: qafaw gwEwii an:%grﬁq I

are not rare.

Aenal Journey

The most in’te_resting innovation in the poem is the aerial
Jourpey of Lord Srikrsna and Satyabhama from Heaven to
Dviaraki in canto XVII. The earlier part of the description
vaguely touches the celestial river ( Gangd ), the Himalaya,
the abode of the seven Rsis and the ocean. The next part
gives descriptions of places traversed with details and accuracy.
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Kimaripa is the place with cultural importance that
comes first. An ornament to the earth, it produces the essence
of Aguru which is an object of enjoyment to all the three
worlds. The Nilakiita mountain, the permanent abode of
Goddess Parvati and Lord Sankara 1s situated 1 it (54-5).

Kamaripa is famous for its Aguru from time immemo-
rial, The Mahabharata ( Sabhia XXX. 28 ), the Arthasastra of
Kautilya ¢ P.87) and the Raghuvamsa of Kilidisa ( IV )
mention it. Kamarpa was an important Kingdom from the
epic age. Its capital was Pragjyotista (Kalika XXXVIII)
which has been idetified with Gauhati ( JRAS 1900, P.25),
Kimakhy is one of the fifty one Tantrika pithasthinas contain-
ing the temple of the celebrated mother goddess Kamakhya
on the Nila hill or Nilakiitaparvata. It is two miles
from Gauhati.!®

The Lohita river with its pure waters and widespread
sandy beach comes next and not far from it lives Lord
Madhava on the Mamiparrata ( §6 ).

The Lohita is called the Brahmaputra in the Mahabha-
rata ( Bhigsma IX ) and the Raghuvaméa (IV.81). The
Kalikapurana ( LXXXII ) gives the story of the birth of
Lohita, the son of Brahma. The axe, stuck 1o Para$urima’s
hand owing to the sin of killing his mother, fell from it
when he took a bath in this sacred river. According to
Kalidasa the river formed the boundary of Pragjyotisa or
Gauhati in Assam (Raghu IV. 81). The Inscriptions of
Varnapala and Indrapala mention the Brahmaputra as ‘Lohita’
( Kamariipadasanavali ). The Kalikipurana mentions one Mani-

kita towards the north east of Bhasmakita, famous for
the Siva i image called Manikarna.

10 Afadis safiR smwear a3 3aar
TantracGdamani

and FRATEAT R A HEw @Wrar )

Kalikapurana.
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WEOEEE SqTeAT AR WRTRIG |
Afuwq T gwaT ek g
Kalikapurana.
But this is different from the Maniparrata referred to.
Our Maniparrata is said to be the beloved abode of Midhava
and is situated to the north-west of the Nilakiita.

of. NsTawEq: Tawg TA=A GAEARIA: |

wiggsadssat  gaar At ol
The Hayagrira-madhara Temple at Hazo is situated on a
hillock, called in the local dialect Dueni-mueni* We think
that this is the place referred to in our text. Needless to point
out that ‘Mani’ is either the Sanskritised form or the source of
Mueni. The modern Madhava temple at Hazo is within a short
distance of five miles from the Brahmaputra. Our text seems

to attest the same

The poet next describes Kamata embraced by the stream
of white waters, another permanent abode of mother Kaliki,
the protector of the universe.

The city of Kamati became the capital of the once
famous kingdom of that name at the time of king Niladhvaja.
It has been identified with the modern Kamtipur in Cooch
Behar.?? The temple of Tamreévari or the copper temple,
called by Buchanan, the eastern Kamakhya on the river Dhal-
pani 1s situated near the North-eastern boundary of the anclent
Kamaripa ( JASB XVII, p. 462 ). It should be noted that
this Dhalpani has been referred to by our poet as Dharalambu-
dha? att

11. I am indebted to my friend, Prof. Binodebehari Datta, M. A, who
has supplied this modern name and diawn our attention to the following
verse supporting the above identification.

afgg g A fgeEd
ALY WE WA AFALAT 1

Yoginitantra
12. Imperial Gazetteer, S. V. Rangpur District.
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Thence the aerial car brings Srikrsna and Satyabhama to
the Gaudade$a, bedecked with cocoanut groves and Sala forests
(Verse 58 ). The whole of Bengal was called ‘Gauda’ from
its capital of the same name. The ruins of this city are still
visible in the District of Malda. The city is said to have been
founded in 648 A.D. when Bengal became independent of the
Magadha Kingdom. Itis mentioned by Bana in the Harsa-
carita.

The ancient land of Mithila or Videha finds its mead of
devotion as the birth place of Sitd. At the time of our poet it
was famous for its wide spread learning ( verse 79 *.

The origin of Mithila has been given in the Visnupurina
IV.v. The" Mithilamahatmya describes it in details. Accor-
ding to the Saktisangamatantra it extended from the Gandaki
up to Camparapa. It is called Tirabhukti owing to its position
along the Ganges.*

Kasi, the city of Lord Safkara in the shape of a bow,**
the bestower of emancipation, on the Ganges with gentle
ripples, next comes to the view. A short stay in this sacred
city fulfils the fourfold human desire ( verses 60-61 ). The
Kasikhanda of the Skandapurana, the Karmapurana ( ch. xxviii )
and the Kalikipurdna (ch L) describe it in details. It is
called avimuktak,set_m a place never forsaken by Lord Safikara
and Mother Parvati.

of. fags « Rravat wefugs o fag: |
Kasikhanda

I.t is said to be one of the seven cities that bestow final

emancipation.

14, ATREERATT SRQrEeE Ry |
1RQE: FRrEaT Rygwiae: @ g o
aktisangamatantra V]I,
15, aqEt am git il Je |
WYREEEGT ARAVE TOER: @7 0
Kalikapuriga.
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cf. =Ee wyw WA FE wE afa |
g0 gt S @Rar AT o
Gradually they come to the confluence of the Ganges
with the Yumna at Prayaga the greatest place of pilgrimage
where  the secred (ata tree spreads itself just like an
umbrella. A deep into the confluence makes one immune

from rebirth € ( Verses 62—64 ). Prayiga has been described
in the Padma ( Bhimi ch. xxvii and Uttara. ch. xxiii )

and Kirma ( ch. xxxii ) puranas.

, The shining city of Mathura, the place of activities of
Srikrsna in his early life where Kamsa was slain comes
next ( verse 66 ).

Varanavata, the cite of the Rajasiiya sacrifice of Yudhis-
thira *7 ( verse 67 ) and Kuruksetra the field of the Maha-
bharata war where the thighs of Duryodhana were broken
by Bhima, 1®

The Dvaipayana lake, in which Duryodhana took shelter
at the conclusion of the war is situated in Thaneswara, called
the Samantapaficaka or Sthanutirtha in ancient works are then
described ( verses 67-68 )

The Deccan which witnessed the sad plights of Rama-
candra while in separation, { Verse 69 ) the land of Maha-
rastra with the sweet Prakrit language, dancing eyes of the
beautiful maidens and the Brahmins well-versed in the Vedic
lore ( verses 70-71 ) and the kingdom of Vidarbha ( modern
Berar ) deserving comparison with Indra’s capital and famous
for its poetic style ( Vese 72 ) are viewed one by one.

Now the ocean, the seat of Visnu in meditation lying on
the serpent, with all its grandeur presents itself to the eye

16. wx wrar fxd arfie ¥ gandsgavan

Kirmapurana

17. Modern Barnawa, nineteen miles to the north-west of Meerut.
18. Thaneswar and places around it were the field of the Kuru battle.
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( Verses 73-74) and last of all they reach Dviraka,
their destination.

Thus we get a fair geographical account of the Aryvivarta
from KamarGpa to Dvarakd with ghmpses at important places
like the Maharastra and Vidarbha in the Deccan. We may
reasonably infer that our poet had personal knowledge of at
least the eastern provinces of India.

The mention of Kamatd points out to the ace of our
author. He must have flourished after the city came  into
prominence during the reign of king Nituvihvape and not long
after its destruction by Husain Shahin 1498 A D. Its very men-
tion in this work shows that the memory of this once important
city was still fresh in the mind of the cultured people.

In conclusion, Iam glad to add that 11 this h s task
I have been fortunate enough in getting immense help tfrom
personages like

D Dr. Parasurama Laksmana Vaidya, M. A. ( Cal. ),
D.Litt. ( Paris ), the Director of the Tnstit'ite, who included
this volume in the Mithilavidyapithacranthmzli, tricd his hest
to secure some other MS of the work, had extensive correspon-
dance with scholars in various narts of the country {or the same
and spared no pains in materially helping me at every stage of
the work.

2) KaviSekhara Pandit Badrinatha Jha, the famous poct
and rhetorician of Mithila who out of love for this work went
through the press copy and suggested certain important emen-
dations. His poetic genius is responsible for filling up the
bigger lacunae.

3) My Guru Prof, Saccidananda Bhattacharya, M.A.,
now Head of the Department of History, Gauhati University,

who supplied some valuable informations regarding Ancient
Kamarlipa and Kamata,
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4) Sri L. C. Sharma of Mathura who tried to secure
a second MS of the work from the Gaudiya Acaryas of Vrnda-
vana and first explamned to us the difficulties in accepting it
as a work of Kavikarnpiira of the Gaudiya school. and;

5) Prof. Ramanatha Jha, Kavyatirtha who first dis-
covered the MS and helped the Institute to secure it.

Sri Bhavadeva Jha, M. A., a research scholar-in the
Institute prepared the verse-index and Pt. Dhiranand Misra
of the MS Dept. of the Institute occasionally helped me in
deciphering the MS.

I take the opportunity to offer my sincerest thanks to
all of them along with those whose help has been acknow-
ledged in the body of the introduction. The authorities and
workers of the Darbhanga Press Company, Ltd., have acquitted
themselves creditably from this tedious task in a very short
time and I thank them all for their ungrudging help to me.

I beg to add that much of the Geographical information
given in the introduction is derived from the Geographical
Dictionary of Ancient and Mediaeval India by Nando Lal
De, 1927.

Mithila Institute
DARBHANGA

Raman?vami Anantalal Thakur
1878 Saka
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